EUROPEAN OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS
          Do you think to create your own business or are you already a successful entrepreneur? RAPIV offers excellent opportunities for people who want to start a business or for already established entrepreneurs from the region to exchange experience with partners from another European country by participating in the Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs program of the European Commission (EC).
To whom is the program targeted? 
          Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs of the European Commission is aimed at New Entrepreneurs and Host Entrepreneurs. A new entrepreneur is someone who is determined to start or has already started his own business or has started his own business in the last three years. Host entrepreneurs are well-established and experienced businessmen who own or manage small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the European Union. The business of NP and PD can be in any sector of the economy. The NP will gain experience under the patronage of the experienced host entrepreneur, while at the same time contributing to his business through his work, new insights and fresh ideas.
Benefits for the new entrepreneurs

          New entrepreneurs can choose to stay between 1 and 6 months with an experienced entrepreneur. During this period, they are expected to acquire relevant knowledge about the start-up and management of small and medium-sized enterprises in areas such as financial and operational management, development of innovative products and services, successful sales and marketing practices, European trade law and the Single European Market. This experience is a unique opportunity for a start-up entrepreneur to develop a successful business. New entrepreneurs have the opportunity to expand their network of contacts and become part of a dynamic, pan-European business network.

Benefits for Host Entrepreneurs 
           Host entrepreneurs can also benefit from the program by facilitating their access to markets and by finding potential partners in other EU countries. Through its contact with the National Park, the host has the opportunity to get to know the market in the country where the new entrepreneur comes from. The host entrepreneur can take advantage of the innovative skills and knowledge of his foreign partner, which will have a beneficial impact on his business.
How does the program works? 

           The selection of New entrepreneurs and Host entrepreneurs is carried out with the help of intermediary organizations that specialize in business support activities across Europe. The operation of the intermediary organizations is coordinated by EUROCHAMBRES, the Association of European Chambers of Commerce and Industry, which provides the overall coordination and support for the program. A list of all intermediary organizations is available on the program site www.erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu. Intermediary organizations will select the connection between the New entrepreneurs and the Host entrepreneurs. Once the parties have reached agreement on the objectives and details of the visit, cross-border stays can be carried out. Removable New entrepreneurs are eligible for financial support from the European Commission (EC).

Project COLUMBUS 3
          COLUMBUS 3 under the Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs program is approved by the EC and aims to help start-up European entrepreneurs work and gain experience from a well-established company in another European country. COLUMBUS 3 is a consortium of 8 partners working to promote entrepreneurship, internationalization and increase the competitiveness of SMEs in different European regions. In this project RAPIV co-operates with business support organizations from 6 European countries. Representatives of Bulgaria, Great Britain, Spain, Italy, Slovenia, Hungary, Finland are participating in the consortium.
The partners work as intermediary organizations in the program, facilitating the creation of successful links between young and experienced European entrepreneurs. They identify suitable businesses in their regions, assist in registering entrepreneurs, prepare them before they leave abroad, assist them in organizing their transport and stay. 

           Any interested entrepreneur, if he / she wishes to participate in the program, needs to complete a registration form available on www.erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu by selecting Regional Agency for Entrepreneurship and Innovations (RAPIV) for his intermediary organization. More information can be obtained by phone +359 52 383 700, mobile +359 888 880 311 or by e-mail: office@rapiv.org.
